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Councilman Hitchcock moved that the temporary employment of 
Fernand DePasse as a laborer for the street Department be author
i~ed. Councilman Powell seconded the moUon, which was carried 
by the 1"ollonng roll call vote: .AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Cuoci, Hitohoook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSEN'r: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock reported that Mr. Fred Ernst, an equip
mellt operator, of the street Departmellt, has been inducted into the 
United states Army, 8:lld moved that Engineer Jain be authorized to 
employ a man to fill the vacancy created. thereby. Councilman 
Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CuCCi, Hitohoock, Powell 
and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: None. 

Engineer Jain reported that the mechanic's helper has also 
resigned his position. 

CoUlloilman Hitohcock moved that Engineer Jain pe authorized 
to hire a mechanic's hel..per to till the, vacanoy created by re
signation of the man formerly holding that position. Counoilman 
Powell seoonded the motion, whioh was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hitohoook, Powell 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Babcock moved that Mr. Fred M. Ernst be give-n a 
Military leave 01" absence from his duties as an equipment operator 
of the City of Torranoe street Department. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the following roll oall 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: BabCOck, Cuoci, Hitchcock, Powell and. 
MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: NOlle. 

Councilman Babcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, cuccl, 
Hitohoock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:4a P.M., upon motion of Councilman Babcock, seconded by 
Councilman Hitohcook, the meeting adjourned. 

MI~ES. OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
February 23, 1943 

The City Council, of the City of Torrance convoned 1n .. a Regular 
Mee.ting 1n the Council Chamber, a1 ty Hall, Torrance, Cal1fornia, 
on 'l'tlesday. February 23. 11143, at 7:45 P~Jl. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to ord~r. 

Clerk :Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, CUcci, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. AB
sent: COuncilmen: None. 
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All those present in the Oouncil Chamber saluted the Flagl 

Councilman Babcock moved that the. minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held February 9, 1943 be approved as written. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the City of Torrance Civil 
Service Board, off'ering an interpretation of Rule XIIr, Section 3 
of' the Civil Service Rules and Regulations, relating to vacations, 
and advising that some members of the City Council who had dis
cussed the matter with the Board had coneurred in the decision of' 
the Civil Service Board. 

It was stated that the decision was tbatvacations granted 
in 1943 should be computed at the rate of tive working daysfor 
each six months of service during the previous calendar year, 1.e. 
1942. 

. Councilman Babcock moved that the communication be placed on 
file for future reference. Councilman Hitohcock seoonded the 
motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from the State, County and Munioi
pal Workers of Amerioa, Looal No. 360, signed by J. E. Jeffery, Re
gional Direotor, requesting a conference. with the Civil . Service 
Board at the earliest possible date for discussion of amendments 
to the Civil Service Rules and R,gulat1ons, stating that the Local 
is not satisfied with the amendments as proposed by the Civ11 

. Service Board. 
Councilman Hitchcock moved that the communication from the 

State, County and Municipal. Workers of America, Local No. 360, 
requesting a meeting with the Civil service Boardfor discussion 
of amendments to the C1vil Se.rvice Rules and Regulations be re
ferred to the Civil Service Board for recommendation. Council
man Babeock seeondedthe motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read fro~ the Walteria Civic Organization, 
requesting. that a bus terminal beestabl1shed at the Walteria Post 
Off'ioe and that current bus schedules be made available and kept 
posted. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the communication from the 
Wa1ter1a Civic Organization relative to establishment of a bus 
terminal at the Ie.lt'er1a Post Oftice be referred to the Manager 
of t'he Bus Lines. Counc1lman Hitchcock seconded the motion, Which 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read tram the California state Council 
of Defense, addressed to Mr. JohnE. Mccall and signed by E. L. 
Duffey, adviSing that' the inTi tation from Mr. McCall that Mr. 
Ivan Jacobsen speak in the City of 'l'orrance on any Friday in 
March must be declined, inaamuch as Mr. Jacobsen's schedule for 
the months 01' February and March takes him on a tour of the
Northern California C~unities, making it impossible for him to 
accept' invitations in SOuthern California during that time. 

A communication was read from Jack Vargo, 21318 SOuth western 
Avenue, suggesting that, as a means of encouraging Victory Garden
ing in the City of Torrance, a bounty be offered by the C1ty on 
gophers killed wi thin the City 11m! ts, thereby eliminating a large 
number 01' the rodents by City-wide trapping • 

. Councilman Powell moved that the communication be fUed. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unani
mously. 

A communioation was read trom Mrs. Stella Frellgh, 1224 
Oota Avenue, requesting that trees on her property be topped and 
triIlUlled .• 
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Councilman Babcock moved that the communication be referred 
to the street Department. Councilman Hitohcock seconded the motion, 
whi ch was oarried unaimoufUy. 

Engineer J'ain interjected a thought, advising that many 
similar requests are being received by the Department of Public 
Works, but, due to the fact that the City is operating with re
duced crews, and inasmuch as sane comment had been made to the 
effect that tree trimming and topping is not necessary to the war 
effort, this particular work has been held down to the miniRwn. 
Be asked the Council to establish a definite plan of either topping 
ana. trimming trees without restraint, or to advise what lim1tations 
are desired on this work. 

He adviaed f'UrthE!r that Mr. Gascoigne has been instructed to 
have topped and trimmed only those trees which are dangerous to 
life and property, ot which there are many in the ai ty. 

It was the decision of the Council that only trees which are 
considered dangerous to lite and property should be trimmed, 
topped and/or removed, and that requests which are received re-. 
lattve to this matter be considered separately and a decision 
reached only after investigating the trees. to determine their con
dition. If, upon investigation, the trees prove to be healthy 
and non-dangerous, it was the opinion of the Council that they 
should not be trimmed, topped or removed. Responsibility in de
termining condl tion of trees should. rest 11'1 th the DepartIlBnt ot 
Public Works, it was stated. 

Councilman Powell asked whether individuals who so desire 
may trim trees belonging to the City and located on City pro-
perty in front of their residences. It was the opinion of the Coun

. eil that only City crews should trim, top or remove City-owned trees. 

A. communication was read from Dr. S. A.. Robinette, reques.ting 
removal ot a tree located in front of his property at 2167 TOrrance 
BouleVard. 

A communication was read from Mr. and IIrs. Ed Pietzschke, 
2765 west Carson street, requesting removal of five large eucalyptus 
trees located on Iris street, adjacent to the aore located on the 
northeast corner of Hickory and Iris Streets, owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Pietzschke. It was stated that, if the City will remove the 
trees, Plr. and Mrs. Pietzschke will replace them with a row o:t olive 
trees. 

COunoilman Babcock moved that the communications rram Dr. 
S. A. Robinette and Mr. and Mrs. Ed Pietzschke relative to re
moval of trees fro. their respective residences be referred to the 
Street Departmen.t fo~ investigation, consideration and action to 
gran t or deny the requests. Councilman Hi tchcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A .commun.ica tion was read from Hiram A. Brooks, 4111 Colorado 
street, Long Beach, requesting use of the Civic Auditorium and the 
Public Address System on the afternoon of March 7, 1943 from 
2::00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. for the purpose ot conducting a union re
ligious service. 

Chie.f Stroh advised he had been contacted by Mr. Brooks rela
tive to this matter, but that he had. referred Mr. Brooks to the 
Council. He said he has no particular obJection to allowing use of 
the building for an afternoon meeting. 

Councilman Powell stated that, inasmuch as the Civio Aud1tor
iUI/l has been set aside and equipped to serve as a casualty station 
during air raid emergencies, he was of the opinion that the build
ing should be held in reserve f'or that expl1ci t purpose and use. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that, inasmuch as the Civic Audi
torium has been equipped to serve as a casualty station during air 
raid emergenoies, and it is felt the building should be held in re
serve for that purpose alone,. the request of Mr. Hiram A. Brooks for 
use of the building during the afternoon of March 'I, 194.3 be denied, 
and that Mr. Brooks be notified of the reason for the denial. 
Counoilman Powell aeoonded the motion, whiah was carried unanimously. 



All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag: 

Councilman Babcock moved that the . minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held February g, 1943 be approved as written. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

. A communication was read from. the City of Torrance Civil 
Service Board, offering an interpretation of Rule II~ Section 3 
of the C1vll Service Rules and Regulations, relating to vacations, 
and advising that so~ members of the City Council who had dis
cussed the matter with the Board had concurred in the decision of 
the Civil Service Board. 

It was stated that the decision was that vacations granted 
in 1943 should be computed at the rate of five working daystbr 
each six months of service during the previous calendar year, 1.e. 
1!j}42. 

. Councilman Baboock moved that the communioation be placed on 
file for future reference. Councilman Hitohcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from the State, County and Munici
pal Workers of Amerioa, Local No. 360, signed by J. E. Je.ffery, Re
gional Director, requesting a conterence.with the Civil . Service 
Board at the earliest possible date for disoussion of amendments 
to the Civil Serviee Rules and R.gulations, stating that the Local 
is not satisfied with the amendments as proposed by the Civil 

. Bervi ce Board. 
Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the communication from the 

state, county and MUnicipal. Workers of America, Local No. 360, 
requesting a meeting with the Civil Service Boardfor discussion 
of amendments to the C1vll Servlce Rules and Regulatlons be re
ferred to the Civil Service Board for recommendation. Council
man Babcock seconded .the motlon, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read f'roD+ the Walteria Civic Organization, 
requasting. that a bus terminal be established at the \falteria Post 
Of'f'ice and that curreI).t bus schedules be made available and kept 
posted. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the communication from the 
Walteria Civic Organi~ation relative to establishment of' a bus 
terminal at the Walteria Post Otfice be referred to the Manager 
of the Bus Lines. Oouncilman H1 tchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read trom the California state Council 
of' Def'ense, addressed to Mr. JohnE. Mccall and signed by E. L. 
Duffey, advising that the invitation from Mr. McCall that Mr. 
Ivan Jacobsen speak in the City of Torranoe on any Friday in 
March must be declined, inasmuch as Mr. Jacobsen's sohedule f'or 
the months or February and Karch takes him on a ·tour of the. 
Horthern California Comnun1ties, making 1t impossible tor him to 
acoept invitations in Southern california durlng that time. 

A communication was read f'rom Jack Vargo, 21318 South Western 
Avenue, suggesting that, as a means ot encouraging Viotory Garden
ing in the City of' Torrance, a bounty be of'f'ered by the City on 
gophers killed within the City limits, thereby eliminating a large 
number ot the rodents by City-wide trapping • 

. Councilman Powell moved that the communicat1on be tiled. 
COuncilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, whic:h was carried unani
mously. 

A communication was read f'rom Mrs. Stella Fre11gh, 1224 
Cota Avenue, requesting that trees on her property be topped and 
tr1mmed .• 
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A communication was read from George H. Moore, enclosing 
BUsinass License No. 193, requesting refund on unused portion of 
the license whioh was issued for the period July 1, 1942 to June 
30~ 1943 for the business of a hardware store at 1515 Cabrillo 
Avenue. . 

Councilman Babcopk moved that George H.. Moore. be granted a 
refund for six months' unu!ed business license, Mr. Moore having 
disoontinued business December a, 1942. 

COuncilman Hi tchcook seconded the motion, which wa.s carried 
by the following roll call vote.: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babeoek, 
CUcoi, Hitchoock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A Supplemental application before the Railroad Commission of 
the state of California was resd, being an application o·f Frank 
Atkinson, 200 East l2lst street, Los Angeles, for an order author
izing an extension ot: his e.xisting motor bus services by means of 
~ addl tional operation b'etween Compton and Torrance over Compton 
BOulevard, san. Pedro street, Redondo Beaoh Boulevard, Vermont 
Avenue, 190th street and Western Avenue, with transfer priv1lege.s 
between applicant's existing and proposed services. . 

COunCilman Babcock moved that the applica.tlon o·f Frank Atkinson 
. before the Railroad Co!1llll1ssion of the S.tate of California be referred 
to the entire O:1ty Council tor further study and report. Couno.il
man Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unanimousl)'. 

A. communication ftsread from the pacific Electric Rail .... ay 
Company, referring to oonstruotio.Il of grade crOSSing of Pacific 
Electric Rail .... ay Companyts track at Abalone A'Yenue and Plaza del 
Amo. The oost was estimated at $1205.00, entire cost to be borne 
bythe C1 ty of Torrance if the work is done. 

An exhaustive discussion followed, at which time it was dis
closed that the Doak Aircraft.. Clompany is desirous of having this 
work done to fac1litate ingress and egress: to and from the Doalc 
Aircraft Company. 

ab1ef Stroh advised that, since the D at M Company, located 
across the street from the Doak Aircraft Company, has arranged 
parking space for vehicles driven by D at M Oompany employees, the 
congestion heretofore complained of has been eliminated. He ad
vised tha.t, at the present time, .Army officials are not pressing 
the matter, but that prior to the time the 1) at M COmpany provided 
parking space,. there had been need for ano.ther inlet and outlet to 
the Doak Aircraft Company. There is no blocking of the road at 
this time, he added. . 

It was suggested that no action be taken on this matter unless 
Army officials request that the grade erossing be constructed for 
the purpose of providing an additional inlet and outlet to the plant. 

Councilman Powell moved that the recommendation of Fire Chief 
McMaster that Rob.ert Moffitt be employed on a temporaJ::Y basis as 
a t'ireman~ Torrance Fire Department, effective February 16, 1943, 
be complied with, salary to be established at a later date taking 
into oonsideration the fact that Mr. Moff1tt. 1s an experienced. 
fireman. Counc1lman Hitchcock seconded the mot10n, whioh was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, aucc1~ 
Hi tchcock, Powell and McQUire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCII..IIEN: None. 

Councilman Powell movad that the recommendation of Police Chief 
Stroh that Olive Robinson be employed on a temporary basis as ,a 
desk sergeant, Torrance Police Department, e,t't'ective February 22, 
1943, at a salary of $12l).OO per month, be complied with. Council
man H1tchcock seconded the motion, which was carrie.d by the follow
ing roll call vote: J.YES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CUCCi, H1tchcock, 
Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 
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COuncilman Powell moved that the salary of George Henderson~ 
Patrolman, Police Department, be increased to $165.00,. ettective 
February 16, 194~. COuncilman H1tchcock seconded the motion, 
wh1ch was carried by the f'ollowing roll call vote: AYES = COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, CUcci, Hitchcook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. .ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell moved ~hat the salary of Luoille stroh, 
desk sergeant, Police Department, be increased. f'rom $125.00 to 
$135.00, efteotive February 16, 1943. Councilman Cucci seconded 
the lOOtion, which was carried by the f'ollowiog roll e:all vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babc:ook, CUcoi, Hi toh-cook, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

COuncil..man Powell moved that the starting salary of e:x
perienced policemen or tiremen be increased from Jl45.00 to 
$160.00 per month, eff'ective immediately, in v1ew of the :ract that 
1t .is praotically imposs1ble to employ axpor1enced. men in these tllO 
lines of' work at the present starting salary of' 1145.00 per month, 
the two Chiets to use their discretion in determining qua11ti.cat1ons 
of' a.pp11oants. Councilman Baboook seconded the mot10n, Which was 
oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES:: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, CUcc1, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSEN-T: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Oounoilman Baboock asked what di spasi tion would be made regard
ing those policemen and firemen who have been employed. reoently at 
starting salaries of $145.00. He was ad.vised that. those hired 
heretof'ore have been inexperienced. 

COunoilman Powell read. a communication tram Chief 01' Poli~ 
Stroh, in 1fb.1oh Ch1ef Stroh stated that, d.ue to shortag.e of help, 
1t may be necessary in the ne.ar future to declare an emergency as 
provided by Sect10n 2S of Ordinance No. 249 and place his stat'1" o,n 
12-hour per day shifts, persons requ1red to work this shitt to be 
compensated ror the extra time work~. 

Councilman Powell read a communicatiom from Chief 01' Police 
Stroh, in whloh Ch1ef Stroh adnsed that work be1ng per-f'ormed by 
Frederick T1:f'fany relative to C1vil1an Detense has dw1ndled to such 
an extent that it will no longer be ne.cessary to retain Mr. Tiffany 
for this particular work. It was suggested by Chiet Stroh that he 
be plaoed 1n h1s former pos1tion as custodian of the Rifle Range 
until such time as h1s servioes may again be needed to assist in 
Civil1an Defense Work. 

COuncilman Powell moved that Chief Stroh be authorized to use 
hls dlscretion ln transterr1ng Frederick Tiffany back to h1s former 

. posl tion as custodian 01' the Rifle Hange until such time as hi8 
serv1ces 1n connection with Civilian Defense matters may again be 
requ1red, a salary adjustment to be made accorcl1ngly, effective 
March 1, 1943. C'ounoilman Hltchcook seoonded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, CUoci, Hitchcook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: UOUNCIIJIIIN: 
None. ABSlI.:NT: GOUNCIlllEN: None. 

Couno1lman Powell moved that, in consideration of the many 
hours of ov:ertime work performed by Chief Stroh in organizing and 
putting into operatlon the C1v11ian Defense program and also the 
many hours of overtime work perf'ormed by hlm dur1ng the earthquake 
emerg~ncy, an allowance of llOO.OO be made as compensat10n to Chlet 
Stroh. Councilman Hitchcooksecond.ed the motion. 

alliet Stroh advised that his work in connection wlth the 
C1vilian Detense program had been gladly donated, and that he pre
t"erred not to be compensated for that work. Councilman Hitchcock 
advised that, at the time policemen were allowed overtime pay for 
the many hours worked ·by them shortly af'ter the advent of the United 
States into war, 1t had been the 1ntention of the Counc1l that 
Chief stroh should be compensated for his overt1me work. 



Councilman H1tchcock offered an amended motion at this time 
to read as follow.s: Chief Stroh to be compensated for his many 
hours of overtime work during the earthquake emergency by an allow
ance of $100.00. Councilman Powell accepted thi~ amended motion 
and seconded same, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYEs: · COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and 
MaGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Council.ma.n Babcock asked Chief Stroh whether or not the action 
of the Counoil in increasing the beginning salary of experienoed 
pOlicemen from $145.00 to $160.00 per month would afford him any 
relief in the matter of help. Chief Stroh said this is problemati
cal and only to be determined at a later date. 

Councilman Powell advised that the requ.ast read at the February 
g, 1945 meeting fro. Chief McMaster in which Chief McMaster requested 
that 1500.00 be appropriated fo~ purchase and installation of a two
~y radio in the 1'i1:e pepartment Oldsmobile is still under consider
ation and a decision will be rendered at an early dat.e. 

Chief Stroh reported that the man who has been attending to 
maintenance work on the Police Department two-ny racUo comm:unlcat
ingsystem recently informed that he is entering the Armed Forces 
in the near future. Whether another man trill be found to service 
the radio is questi~nable, he said. 

Councilman CUcoi stated that several weeks. ago the matter of 
the license fee for vending machines had been referred to the Ordi
nance Committee, as had other sections of the Business License 
Ordinance. He asked for a meeting with the Counoil for discussion 
of this matter before proceeding with a great deal of work on it, 
after.hioh, he said, the Ordinance COmmittee will attempt to draw 
up an ordinance acceptable to the entire Council. 

Councilman Powell said the ourrent western City magazine oon
tains what he oonsiders a fine pl~ for licensing by cities of 
businesses operating within the oontines of the City. 

Mayor McGuire suggested that this plan be studied and used if 
it is felt that it is applicable to needs of the City of Torrance. 

Friday evening, February 25, 1945 was suggeste~ as a suitable 
time for discussion of mAtters pertaining to licensing businesses. 

Councilman Hitohcock stated that it had been decided by the 
group whioh met recently. for discussion of Victory Gardens that 
the City should sponsor a model garden, and moved that Fred Blake, 
Superintendent of the Park Department, be appointed to supervise 
the project. Co~oilman Babcook seoonded the motion, whioh was 
carried unanimously. 

COuncilman Hitoha>ck moved that an appropriation of _100.00 
be made for purohase of road oulvert pipe, it being possible for 
a limited time to secure this item without prioriti,s. Councilman 
Babcock seoonded the motion, whioh was oarried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, Cucci, Hi tohcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchoook moved that the City Engineer be author
ized to request the installation of a water mete~ on property 
formerly oocupied by the Southarn california Gas COmpany, and 
which site has been designated as a suitable location for the Cit~
sponsored model garden, and that pipe linea be extended from the 
meter to the garden project for the purpose of irrigating same. 
Counoilman Baboook seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimoUsly. 

Mayor McGuire stated that Mr. Paul Findley, Chairman of the 
committee which arranged the dedication of the flag in honor of 
~rvicemen from this vioinity, Which dedication was held SUnday, 
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February 21, 1943, had requested that the Council forward a letter 
of appreoiation to the committee tor its fine work. Clerk Bartlett 
was instruoted to forward a letter of appreoiation to the oommittee 
as requested by Mr. Findley. 

Clerk Bartlett advised that the Fire Department had requested 
him ·to ask the Council to authori.ze the Street Department t(> plow 
the ground adjacent to the Fire Station in order that the Fire 
Department may plant a Victory Garden and maintain it. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request of the Fire 
Department that the street Department plow the ground immediately 
adjoining the property upon whioh is situated the Fire station be 
granted in order that the Fire Departmel!l.t may plant and maintain 
a Viotory Garden. COuncilman Baboock seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Mrs. Bessie Slonecker announced that a class 1n agric-ulture 
wi].l be started Monday, March 1, 1943, '1:30 P.M., to be conduoted 
by a Mr. Stone, and invited all those 1nterested to enroll in the 
class. 

Mr. Tom Babb1tt, member ot the Torrance Civil service Board, 
stated that some thought had been expressed that the Torranoe Civil 
service Board may be required to conduct exam1na~ions, instead of 
allowing the County to do it as heretofore done. He stated that 
the Civil Servioe Board has ample work to do at present without this 
added responsibility. 

Engineer Jain reported that plans are under way to erect 
several more oil wells 1n the west end of town. He urged ~hat 
immediate aotion be taken to requ1re bonds to insure oleaning up 
of the grounds upon abandonment of the wells. He ci ted the exemple 
of many wells 1n south Torranoe which have been left in dangerous 
and unsightly conditions because no bond was required by the C1ty 
to insure their proper abandonment. 

A discussion ensued as to amounts of bonds required by other 
oities in oonneot1on with drilling operations. It was stated that 
the City of Redondo Beach has a very good ord1nance in conneotion 
with this matter. 

. Permit fee was alsa discussedl}~ngineer Jain advis1ngthat the 
permit fee at the present time is 10.00, as compared with $750.00 
for the permit to drill and $250.00 for construction of the derrick. 
the former being the Long Beach requirement. Attorney McCall ad
vised that, if the Council would agree on the amount to be required 
for permit fee and amount to be required for the bond, an ordinanoe 
could be drawn up and presented at the next meeting. 

Mayor McGuire approved this suggestion, suggesting that the 
C1ties of Montebello and Redondo Beach be contaoted. and asked what 
their respective requirements are in oonneotion with 011 well 
drilling operations, an ordinanoe to be drawn up and presented at 
the next meeting. ' 

Councilman Hitchoock suggested also that the state Oil and 
Gas Association be contacted and asked for suggestions. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Chief Stroh advised he has a problem whioh he wishes the 
Council to consider. He said, he has an application for a pos1tion 
as a police officer of a man who is approaching the age of thirty
five, and, inasmuch as the Cavil Service ordinance requires that 
the maximum age be thirty-five to qualify a man to take the ex
amination, and since no examinations are being oonducted at this 
time, he cannot adviae the man what aotion ,to take, inasmuch as 
the applicant 1s employed at present in a defense plant, but pre
fers police work, but only on a permanent basia. He said, be
g1nning March 1, 1943, there will be two vacan1ces to be filled, 
and the man could be used by his department to very good advantage. 



Councilman Powell moved that MW. Sauter, Leader of the orchestra 
which partioipated 1n the dedication ceremonies SUnday, February 
21, 1943, be given a vote of thanks by the Council for the fine per
formance given, and that the City Clerk be authorized to direct a 
let"ter of appreciation to Mr. Sauter to this effect. Counoilman 
Hitohcock seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

It was suggested that Paul Findley be inoluded when the letter 
of appreciation is written. 

Couneil.man Babcock, in answer to Chief Stroh's question, ad
vised that a police examination can he conducted at any time and 
the man in question Will be afforded an opportunity to qualify as 
a permanent pOlice officer. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the question submitted by 
Chief Stroh regarding hiring of a man thirty-five years of age, 
who will probably be over the maximum age limi t as· established by 
the Civil Service Ordinance when regular uaminations are again con
d~cted, be referred to the C1vll Service Board for reoommendation. 
Counoilman Hitchcock seoonded the mot1on, which was oarried unani
mously. 

CMef Stroh brought up the sub ject of automobile s park1ng 1n 
alleys, advising that numerous complaints are rece1ved daily that 
cars blook the alleys. He asked that some act10n be taken to re
l1eve this s1 tuat1on. Councilman CUcci t Chairman of the Ordinance 
Committee, said his committee would be willing to draw up an ordi
nance to mee.t with Ch1ef Stroh t 8 recommendations in connection 
with. the question of cars parking 1n alleys. 

Councilman Powell brought up the matter of the numerous 
automobiles which have been abando·ned and lef't parke.d at various 
places on the publio streets. He said he thought something should 
be done to remove the cars from the public streets. 

Councilman Babcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman H1tchoock seconded the motion, wh10h was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCII.MEN: Babcock, CuCci, 
H1tchoook, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Nona. 

At 9:11 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitohcock, s.econded 
by Councilman Baboook, the meet1ng ad . .1ourned. 

APPROVED: 


